
	  

Early	  Journal	  Content	  on	  JSTOR,	  Free	  to	  Anyone	  in	  the	  World	  

This	  article	  is	  one	  of	  nearly	  500,000	  scholarly	  works	  digitized	  and	  made	  freely	  available	  to	  everyone	  in	  
the	  world	  by	  JSTOR.	  	  

Known	  as	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content,	  this	  set	  of	  works	  include	  research	  articles,	  news,	  letters,	  and	  other	  
writings	  published	  in	  more	  than	  200	  of	  the	  oldest	  leading	  academic	  journals.	  The	  works	  date	  from	  the	  
mid-‐seventeenth	  to	  the	  early	  twentieth	  centuries.	  	  

	  We	  encourage	  people	  to	  read	  and	  share	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  openly	  and	  to	  tell	  others	  that	  this	  
resource	  exists.	  	  People	  may	  post	  this	  content	  online	  or	  redistribute	  in	  any	  way	  for	  non-‐commercial	  
purposes.	  

Read	  more	  about	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  at	  http://about.jstor.org/participate-‐jstor/individuals/early-‐
journal-‐content.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

JSTOR	  is	  a	  digital	  library	  of	  academic	  journals,	  books,	  and	  primary	  source	  objects.	  JSTOR	  helps	  people	  
discover,	  use,	  and	  build	  upon	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  content	  through	  a	  powerful	  research	  and	  teaching	  
platform,	  and	  preserves	  this	  content	  for	  future	  generations.	  JSTOR	  is	  part	  of	  ITHAKA,	  a	  not-‐for-‐profit	  
organization	  that	  also	  includes	  Ithaka	  S+R	  and	  Portico.	  For	  more	  information	  about	  JSTOR,	  please	  
contact	  support@jstor.org.	  



68 THE ART WORLD October 1916 

THE AESTHETIC IDEAL 
SKETCH OF A PHILOSOPHY OF BEAUTY 

By FR. ROUSSEL-DESPIERRES 

Translated from the French 

"The ,Esthetic Ideal" by Fr. Roussel-Despierres 
is one of the noblest books published in France dur 
ing the present century. It is an honor to the 

French Mind. It has made very little noise because 
it appeared ahead of the psychologic moment for 
the-enu-nciation of its gospel. As it has not been 
translated into English and we think it of sufficient 
importance to lay before the world of art, we have 
secured the exclusive right of translation and pub 
lication. We offer our readers the whole book in 
twelve parts-one in each issue during the year 
and we feel confident that its philosophy will appeal 
strongly to the lovers of the Ideal and the Beautiful 
in America. We add the translation of a letter from 
the author. 

Paris, June 6, 1916 

To the Director of "The Art World," New York 

SIR: Nothing could be more agreeable to me than 
your offer to have my "Ideal Esth6tique" translated 
and published in "The Art World," a work which has 
already won me some very precious marks of sym 
pathy in your great and glorious country. 

'So far as I am concerned, therefore, I grant you 
every authority you desire; but I am not alone in 
the matter, for it belongs to my publisher Mr. Alcan 
to establish the conditions as to translation. I have 
a lively hope that you will have no difficulty in 

making an arrangement with him. 
Cordially thanking you for your offer, as I do, I 

feel it right to tell you that, while I am greatly 
touched by the far too flattering appreciation you 
have made of my book (it is the one among my 
works which I prefer) I am deeply moved by the 
feeling of affection and admiration which you evince 
and show for my country. 

Once more does France reveal-to her own self as 
well as to the world-her unfailing idealism. In 
your long sojourns in Paris you have well understood 
that idealism; the doctrine which I have attempted to 
formulate-and one that is you own-merely ex 
presses the soul of my race. 

Our youths battle and die like heroes, because 
there is no life that is veritably beautiful save in a 
free country, because liberty is sovereignly beauti 
ful, and because there is no finer death than to die 
for liberty. 

.,Esthetics through descent and atavism, we still 
owe to Washington's America the example, the taste 
and the pride of liberty. 

It is by this bond that our two races come to 
gether for the days that are to be. No more mag 
nificent hope exists for a French heart. There, Sir, 
is the thought, during this formidable time in which 

we live, that gives to your proposal a value which 
singularly surpasses any satisfaction it may offer 
to an author. 

Pray believe, Sir, in my highest feelings of grati 
tude and sympathy. 

(Signed) FR. ROUSSEL 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

THE conscience of man, freed through the inevi 
table decay of dogmas imposed from without, has be 
come thenceforward independent. 

A thinking being, a moral being, the individual no 
longer submits to any supernatural control. He has 
acquired an autonomy clearly limited; within his 
own personal experience he seeks the principle which 
governs his opinions and in his individual will-for 
the-good he seeks the law that governs his conduct. 

Personal autonomy, if it derives from the scatter 
ing of traditional beliefs, justifies itself by the very 

constitution of the conscience; moreover, it furnishes 
the essential condition of a true morality. 

Delivered from all constraints, conscience has need 
of an ideal. We believe that beauty is that close 
following ideal which is sought by restless humanity. 

We believe that it is the needed and unique truth, 
just as beauty is also the purest form of morality. 

Neither the conception, nor even perhaps the name 
of the ,Esthetic Ideal is a new thing. But without 
doubt there exists at present no constituted and 
systematic doctrine which places its center in a 
strict union of the principle of individual autonomy 
and the JEsthetic Ideal. Yet upon such a union 
there might be founded a social philosophy, per 
chance such a one which shall succeed to the proud 
and barren despotism of Science and Industry. 

I would like to sketch the general aspects of this 
possible philosophy in a few short volumes, using 
familiar language so as to be accessible to all minds. 
True enough, that the learned philosophy has its 
place in the schools; it is on the high levels that the 
river finds the clay wherewith it renders fruitful 
the plain. But high-strung minds are insurgent 
against mysteries; the philosopher of the day must 
address the crowd in his frank, clear tongue. 

In the midst of a society gone astray, hope is a 
mission and faith gives holiness to the apostle: the 
egotism of the speculator turns to treason. 

This little tome is only a modest fragment of a 
system of individualistic and aesthetic philosophy 
a conclusion in an introduction-a simple sketch 
of the .Esthetic Ideal delivered from discussions 
weighted with proofs and even, for reasons of clear 
ness, separated from that principle of personal 
autonomy to which it is bound by unbreakable ties. 


	Article Contents
	p. 68

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Art World, Vol. 1, No. 1 (Oct., 1916), pp. 1-74
	Front Matter
	Foreword [pp. 3-4]
	Editorials
	The Artist: Pilot or Parasite? [pp. 6-12]
	Timothy Cole [p. 13-13]
	The Cervantes Gate [pp. 14, 46]
	Ralph Waldo Emerson [pp. 14, 45]
	Thomas Cole's Voyage of Life [pp. 16-18]
	Sculptures by Donatello: Added to Art Treasures of the Italian Renaissance Now in America [pp. 18-19, 15]
	The Administration and Its Attitude toward Art: The Coinage [pp. 19-20, 74]
	Bartlett's Pediment for the Capitol [p. 20-20]

	What Is Art? A Definition [pp. 21-28]
	What Is Painting? I: Painting as an Art of Imitation [pp. 29-33, 73]
	Post-Illusionism and Art in the Insane [pp. 34-38]
	Bartlett's Sculpture for the House Wing of the Federal Capitol [pp. 39-43]
	Art [p. 43-43]
	A Sculptor's Reminiscences of Emerson [pp. 44, 47]
	A Growing Force in Art and Letters [pp. 48-51]
	An Inquiry concerning the Drama [pp. 52-55]
	The Comforter [p. 55-55]
	Analysis of Works of Art
	A Great Work of Art: Raphael's "Transfiguration": The Greatest Picture in the World [pp. 56-57, 59-60]
	A Clever Work of Art: "The Maids of Honor" by Velasquez: The Cleverest Painting in the World [pp. 60-61, 63-64]
	A Trivial Work of Art: Titian's "The Secret" [pp. 64-65, 58]
	A Degenerate Work of Art: "Woman Making Her Toilet" by Degas [pp. 65, 58]

	Town and Country Embellishment
	The Gas-Tank Nuisance [pp. 66-67, 62]
	The Æsthetic Ideal: Sketch of a Philosophy of Beauty [p. 68-68]
	The Future of the Ideal: Book I: Chapter I. Rout of the Ideal [pp. 69-73]

	Miscellany [p. 74-74]



